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INTRODUCTION

Dr. Charles Cheng

From the moment of an infant’s birth, the human experience is one of exploring the
unknown through the five senses and constructing a concept of the world around us.
Therefore, objects that we cannot feel or see are often overlooked. However, how can we be
sure the world that we take for granted is the only reality? Our senses are far more limited
than those of many animals such that when we try to explore the unknown, we are always
cushioned by the limits of what the human body can do.

When the MRI Health Screening Center at Taipei Veterans General Hospital first opened,
I was given a photograph titled “Calla Lily.” I was amazed by the detail of the photo, which
showed each and every one of the flower’s veins in clear detail. This work was by a dentist
in Minnesota named Albert Richards, who took the picture in the 1960s using his X-ray
machine. Seeing through life so clearly in this way impressed me deeply, and the image
haunted me.

In the autumn 2006, I visited Tokyo Photo Museum and saw a photography exhibition
called “A Moment of Eternity” by Hashimura Yasuomi. In the image “The World of
1/100000 of a Second” the artist used a high-shutter speed camera to capture the energy
of the moment of opening a champagne bottle. We could never have captured this split
second with the human eye but it occurred to me that our entire lives happen to be built
upon these millions of split seconds.

Although these two men lived 50 years and two continents apart, they deeply moved
me and inspired me to create something new myself. I returned to the office and was
confronted with the tool of my profession, the magnetic resonance imaging unit (MRI). I

decided to combine one of man’s greatest moderns inventions and humble
objects such as vegetables and flowers to explore new ways of perceiving
the world. The resulting images revealed the spectacular inner beauty of
everyday objects we take for granted.

Medicine and art seem to be of different worlds; medicine relies upon the
scientific method and what can be measured, while art lives in the world
of subjectivity and contemplation. However, the two become an unlikely
and miraculous pair in the world of MRI. This technique can reveal the
smallest details of vessels and nerve system, but can tell us nothing of the
soul; yet dissecting the elements of daily life and combining them under
the scanner creates surprising new forms of life. Perception and paradigm
are shifted and rearranged at will; the ordinary becomes extraordinary,
and the power of this experience is carried home to our own lives where
we can appreciate in a new way the beauty and joy of life.

Some of the works in this collection were shown for first time at the 2006
International Society of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM)
Convention. Siemens AG, the world’s leading MRI manufacturer, was
intrigued and included several images in their corporate magazine. The
collection in this book is the most complete collection of my works
assembled to date.

My thanks to Ke-hua for creating the poetry which accompanies the
images. He has found the words to bring color to these black and white
images. Lin Hwai-min has been the guiding force behind the creation of
this collection. I wish to express my thanks to the MRI Health Screening
Center at Taipei Veterans General Hospital for the use of their equipment
in the creation of these works. Taiwan Seimens was kind enough to
supply the 3-D imaging software and flowers used in many images. My
deepest love and gratitude goes to my wife Chi-yin and my daughter
Ann-ting for their tireless support. My good friend Yi-hsien provided
many valuable suggestions and my thanks to Richard for his inexhaustible
patience in editing the collection.

It is my cherished hope that this collection itself inspires someone to
create his or her own unique artistic creations, just I was touched by two
photographs from East and West not so very long ago. Our lives are built
upon invisible miraculous moments, and the significance of our future
lies with those who will follow in our footsteps and create new paths of
thought and exploration.
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){E% Authurium Flower , Anthurium andreanum

. 7E£ Frithia Pulchra, Frithia Pulchra

/Jg:{.k?] Sempervivum Arachnoideum
B z_\#i-ﬂ‘ Peony, Paconia sufruticosa

fi’_‘%_:’,é] Bird of Paradise, Strelitzia reginae Banks

%&7‘& F;;E] Slipper Orchids, Paphiopedilum

5] E%:]!:- Peace Lily, Spathiphyllum kochii

. {J.l/\:%—_‘ Opuntia dillenii (Ker-Gawl.) Haw.

A AE Opuntia dillenii (Ker-Gawl.) Haw.
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¥ 3R Rose, Rosa rugosa

. ,§$ Arum Lily, Zantedeschia aethiopica

%é{?“é Oriental Arborvitae, Thuja orientalis CV. 'aurea nana'

. é?ﬁ Lotus Flower, Nelumbo nucifera

. )%E?l‘% Asclepias Fruticosa, Asclepias fruticosa L.

W0y Fﬁﬁzl‘ East China Globethistle, Echinops grilisii Hance

. 40%}4’&% Hoya Carnosa, Hoya carnosa (L. f.) R. Br.

2 1’% Echeveria, Graptopetalum paraguayense
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a. (f: :‘fé Onion, Allium cepa.L

b. %N\ Luffa, Luffa cylindrica

¢ I Eggplant, Solanum melongena L.

d. é]}ﬁ\ Pumpkin, Cucurbita moschata

e. BIGHR Nipplefruit, Solanum mammosum
f %H’ﬁl Bell Pepper, Capsicam annuum var. grossum
g %}I\ Bitter Melon, Momordica charantia L.
h. @}’(i& ;"’é éj Red Radish, Raphanus sativus

i ﬁk?}g Okra, Hibiscus esculentus

7 )‘\é ;Té Chinese Cabbage, Brassica rapa

k. E 3K Corn, Zea mays

LA ’S:j Bamboo Shoot, Bambusa vulgaris

TR
m. §~;‘§‘ Sweet Potato, Ipomoea batatas

108 109




110

. 7}&7% Pomelo, Citrus grandis (Linn.) Osbeck

. 7}%*}[" Carambola, Auerrhoa Carambola L.

*ﬁi% Persimmon, Diospyros

A *ﬁ‘%% Kiwifruit, Actinidia chinensis Planche

°. "3‘ %: }ﬁ\ Melon, Cucumis melo L.

A% JNFA Unknown, Unknown

iz} /f:;fé Pears, Pyrus communis L.

%"]P Zj{]’- Grape, Vitis spp.

E}L;ﬁfé Pineapple, Ananas comosus (L.) Merr
E?}% Pomegranate, Punica granatum L.

; .
A Banana, Musa sapientum L
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) %‘;"i%ﬂ!% Banded Tun, Tonna sulcosa
. %‘ﬁ? Colossal False Fusus, Hemifusus tuba
. ?EEJ%‘::{Z% Lettered Cone, Conus litteratus Linnaeus

. AF %ﬁﬁi? Strombus vittatus

E gﬂ ‘% f%ﬂ!’a\ Plagiocardium pseudolima (Lamarck)

Qf{ﬂﬁﬁﬁ’ ":Faj"*? Venus Comb Murex, Murex pecten

2 (ﬁﬂ% Sea Urchin, Echinoidea

. -&%ﬁﬁtﬁg Shin-bone Tibia, Tibia fusus

. BEHREFE Nautilus, Nautilus pompilius
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